Daniel R. Adams
August 24, 1945 - January 3, 2022

Daniel R. Adams, 76, of Watseka passed away on Monday, January 3, 2022 at his home.
He was born on August 24, 1945 in Watseka, the son of Robert and Carroll (Webster)
Adams. He married Marcia Marcier at St. Edmund Catholic Church in Watseka on
February 28, 1965. He was preceded in death by both of his parents.
Surviving are his wife, Marcia Adams of Watseka; one daughter, Luci (Randy) DeFauw of
Wood River, IL; two sons, Daniel R. Adams II of Watseka and Alex (Jessica) Adams of
Donovan; five grandchildren, Jacob DeFauw, Dylan (Mercedez) DeFauw, Adrienne Adams
(Tristan Thompsen), Hunter Adams, and Sawyer Adams; and two great grandchildren,
Jackson and Carter.
Dan was proud in the fact that he worked on the corner of 5th and Walnut for over 40
years at several service stations. He was especially grateful for his time at Pence’s and
enjoyed greeting and meeting many people over the years. He served on the Watseka
Fire Department from July 1964 until April 2001 and was Fire Chief from 1993-2001. Mr.
Adams enjoyed fishing in Canada, hunting at The Timber, and was very proud that he was
able to take each of his grandchildren to Canada over the years. He loved spending time
with his family and entertaining his friends and customers up town.
Cremation rites are being handled by Baier Funeral Home in Watseka.
A memorial service will be at 3:00 pm on Saturday, January 15, 2022 at Centennial
Christian Church in Watseka. Joe Hughes will officiate. A memorial visitation will be from
1:00 until the 3:00 pm service.
Memorials may be made to the Family’s Wishes.
Please share a memory of Dan at baierfuneralhome.com

Previous Events
Memorial Visitation
JAN 15. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)
Centennial Christian Church
720 S. 3rd St.
Watseka, IL 60970

Memorial Service
JAN 15. 3:00 PM (CT)
Centennial Christian Church
720 S. 3rd St.
Watseka, IL 60970

Tribute Wall

DM

Marcia, Luci, Danny Jr., Alex and extended family… I am so sorry for your loss.
My thoughts and prayers are with you. I know he will be greatly missed.
I am very grateful for the few years I was able to work with Danny at the gas
station because I was able to see him wear many hats – husband, father, in-law,
friend, boss, mechanic, fire fighter, hunter and fisherman, just to name a few. He
was a great man, a true hero, and an asset to the community. Sometimes he
would talk about a difficult call he went on as a fire fighter / EMT. There were
many. Yet he carried that burden and continued to serve, time and time again. A
true hero.
I saw him touch many, many lives in a very special way, a way that only Danny
could do it. The laugh, the smile, the grin. I wish I had written a book with all his
one-liners, jokes and come backs. There were so many!! I was witness to
countless conversations with friends and customers around the coffee pot, or in
the back room by the fridge. The stories I heard! OMG! Some of them were so
hilarious…. and some were very interesting, LOL.
One thing I really admired about Danny was his work ethic. He proved that there
is such a thing as an honest mechanic. “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” was one of his
sayings. If I heard him say it once, I heard him say it a thousand times. And he
truly stood by it. He could have easily taken advantage of customers, and they
would have been none the wiser, but he didn’t. He was fair and he was honest.
Danny also played a very large role in my professional success, and I will be
forever grateful. He was willing to adjust my work schedule around my class
schedule at KCC every semester and allowed me to do homework while I was
working. I don't know that I would have been able to find someone else that would
have been that nice. If he had not done that for me, I don’t know that I would have
been able to graduate and go on to ISU and get my degree.
I am also thankful for the time I was able to spend with the family over the years.
Whether it was time spent at the station or “dropping off the box” at your home at
the end of the day, you all have a special place in my heart.
Again, I am sorry for your loss and I pray that your memories of Danny will warm
your
heart when you think of him.
Dennis Mancuso - January 31 at 12:32 PM

DB

Donna Sweeney & Lori Bishop purchased the Be My Love
Bouquet with Red Roses for the family of Daniel R. Adams.

Donna Sweeney & Lori Bishop - January 15 at 10:21 AM

TO

Toby purchased the Heavenly Grace Spray for the family of
Daniel R. Adams.

Toby - January 14 at 11:50 AM



Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Daniel
R. Adams.

January 11 at 09:23 AM



Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Daniel
R. Adams.

January 10 at 11:12 AM

LR

Marcia and family, I was so very sorry to hear of the loss of Danny. He had the gift
of gab and people loved talking to him. After knowing him from the Fire
Department, I also enjoyed taking to him at Pence's. I'd say what's new Danny he
would give me an answer then he'd pump my gas and wash both the front and
back window. Also had a smile on his face! He will be greatly missed!
Leatha Romine - January 08 at 06:46 PM



"On Angel's Wings" Sympathy Gift Wind Chime to Send for
Funeral Or Memorial was purchased for the family of Daniel R.
Adams.

January 08 at 11:57 AM

CL

Our condolences to the family. Was fun to be around when I first got out of the
army. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
Cathy and Lyonel Leonard
cathy and Lyonel Leonard - January 07 at 03:52 PM

TH

His 37 years of experience as a volunteer fire fighter made him an outstanding
chief, and reflected his love for his community. I looked forward to hear one of his
famous "one liners" each trip to the gas station. I said :see you later. He said:
thanks for the warning.
Ted Horner - January 06 at 02:24 PM



Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Daniel R.
Adams.

January 06 at 09:37 AM

DW

Marcia, Luci, Daniel, and Alex and families, our deepest sympathies to you all in
the passing of your Husband, Father. and Grandfather. He was a great man with
a contagious smile and so friendly to everyone He met. His dedication to his
customers, and fellow fire fighters will always be remembered. He always had
that big smile on His face that said everything, hello, how are you doing today?
He will be missed by many. Prayers for you and your family to get through these
coming days.
Dan and Jackie Worthey - January 06 at 08:44 AM

MB

Sorry to hear this. Danny was my eldest cousin, but I only saw him about once a
year until I was ten, then . . . very infrequently. He was always nice to me, the lil'
pipsqueak 6 years younger. Wish I knew him better. Thoughts with Marcia and his
family.
Mike Beiriger - January 05 at 08:55 PM

LH

I knew Dan for many years. He will be missed
Larry Hasbargen - January 05 at 07:22 PM

BH

Marcia - so sorry to hear of Dan’s passing. My dad, Chan Hewson, always has
great stories about their days working at Pence’s together. Prayers to you and
your family.
Beth Hewson - January 05 at 04:28 PM

KK

When I was a kid we'd set up at the gas station and drink the little bottles of soda
never were asked to leave so nice to all of us
Kevin Keath - January 05 at 03:57 PM

BH

Deepest sympathies to the family of “ole Dan”. Dan was always top drawer
material and will be missed not only by his family but by those he made smile on
a daily basis. Rest In Peace, your work here is done.
Bob and Denise Harwood
Bob Harwood - January 05 at 03:09 PM

KN

Dan the man, ole dad, Booner and Boone, just a few of the monikers I had for
Danny over the years. Danny called me “Dig it”, long story. I grew up in the
neighborhood of Park, Brown and Mulberry sts. I always loved to hear the fire
whistle blow and watch Danny and Dennis Cahoe racing to the fire station in their
cars with blue teardrop lights flashing. I started dispatching for Watseka Police
and Fire in 1978 and really got to know Danny better. He was so funny and witty
and always so much fun. I went to work for our local ambulance service and
Danny, Dennis, Mark Howe and I would car pool to Kankakee and Danville for
EMT recertification classes. It was always a fun time with Danny snd Dennis
cutting up. I patronized Texaco when Danny owned it and admired him for
working so hard as he often worked alone. He was a hard working guy. My dad
thought the world of him as well as Danny took good care of dads mail route
vehicles. We always shared a word and laugh whenever I was at Pences . Danny
went out of his way to help people and he was a great asset and friend to this
town. He truly was a man of service. I wish I could’ve fished with him in Canada.
I’m so sorry Marsha, Dan jr. Lucy and Alex. Thank you for sharing him with me
snd the many other citizens of Watseka. I loved old Dan and I will never forget
him.
Kelley Norton - January 05 at 02:53 PM

DC

Diane Conner lit a candle in memory of Daniel R. Adams

Diane conner - January 05 at 02:27 PM

DC

Dan was always a bright part of my day. Always fun to be around. A great man always
a great attitude. Hugs and prayers for all of his family.
Diane conner - January 05 at 02:30 PM

SM

Marcia I'm so sorry to hear about danny.he and I did alot of kidding over years
very fine man. I don't live Illinois any more but will always remember Danny.
Stephen and Rose Mary miller
Stephen miller - January 05 at 01:34 PM

DS

Danny was one of our dearest friends. I’ll never forget all the fun we had, “back in
the day” playing cards and visiting with the whole family! He will be greatly
missed!
Sooner and Dru Strahl
Dru Strahl - January 05 at 12:14 PM

ST

Danny was a funny caring man whom our family much admired. Always a sme for
everyone and just an awesome man! You will be missed kind sir.May you RIP..
condolences to the families..
Shari Townsend - January 05 at 11:36 AM

SR

So sorry to hear about Dan. I had so much fun working at Pence with him..things
you can’t begin to tell all. Between him, Gris, and Tom I never left work without
laughing. Miss seeing him at Pences. Prayers to you and the family!
Sue Ratliff-Thomas - January 05 at 11:17 AM

TM

So sorry for your loss. I miss seeing Dan at Pence's he always had a smile. May
you find comfort from family, friends, and God during this difficult time. With
deepest sympathy.
Tondra Mann-Niswander
Tondra Mann-Niswander - January 05 at 11:08 AM

