Linard Ray Kessinger
September 29, 1924 - December 24, 2019

Linard Ray Kessinger, 95, of Watseka passed away December 24, 2019.
He was born September 29, 1924 in Colfax IL, son of Frank Kessinger and Laura Bratcher
Kessinger Howe. He married Minerva Mae Behrens on August 11, 1946.
She survives. Linard and Mini were married 73 years.
Also surviving are a daughter, Susan (Charles) Arbuckle of RR Dewey, IL; and a son
Dennis (Dianne) of Peyton CO; 3 grandchildren, John (Holly) Arbuckle, Newcastle, ME,
Kristen (Tom) Arbuckle Lalley, Washington DC, and Dustin Kessinger, Parker, CO; 4
greatgrandchildren, Noah Arbuckle. Zea Mary Arbuckle, Jane Lalley and Eamon Lalley; a
sister in law, Betty (Poody) Kessinger, Watseka; Also many nieces and nephews, inc.
Shirley (Bob) Bratcher McCullough; Sharon (Jim) Brank, Watseka, Wally (Colleen)
Frohling, San Antonio TX, and Cindy Kohlenberg, Bloomington, who were of special
support as his health failed.
He was preceeded in death by his parents, 2 brothers, Glenn and Willard (Poody), and 3
sisters, Alice Leonard, Londa Bea Frohling, and Lola Lee Schultz.
Linard was a teacher in Woodland, Crescent City and Donovan. He worked as a sales rep
for A.O. Smith, Kankakee. He also worked "on the hard road" for Reeves Bros in Milford
during summers off teaching.
He was a devoted husband and father. He loved camping, playing cards with family,
traveling in a motor home in a family caravan, and reading.
He was a senior at WCHS when the US entered WWII. He worked at a factory all summer,
thinking the war would be short lived. In August, he enlisted in the USMC, turning 19 at
Boot Camp and shortly after, was on a Navy transport to the South Pacific. He saw battles
in the Marianas and Enewetak. He was wounded by a sniper in Guam & received a Purple
Heart.
He is a member of Calvary Lutheran Church.
A visitation will be held at in Watseka at Baier Funeral Home Sunday, 29 December, 4pm

til 7pm. The funeral is at Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church, 30 December, at 11am.
Burial will follow at Oak Hill Cemetery in Watseka. The Rev. G. Robert Heimgartner will
officiate. The family requests no flowers. Memorials may be made to Calvary Lutheran
Church Pre School or Iroquois Memorial Hospice.
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120 E. Hickory Street, Watseka, IL, US, 60970

Comments

“

Uncle Lonnie always had a smile! And a great one! His enthusiasm for doing
"things", whether science, building things for his family to enjoy--like the swimming
pool created out of a solo (more or less) and the family home in Watseka, he was
creative! His love of reading was always obvious --paperbacks were never ending in
his hands, on the couch, until recent years. His home was frequently the host for a
multitude of family celebrations, regular occasions too, as well as you name it card
games! He bridged generations and provided a welcome, loving environment to
anyone who crossed his threshold. God is now helping you with your final threshold,
rest in peace...The Kellar Girls of Northfield

Denise Kellar - December 29, 2019 at 10:38 PM

“

Mr. Kessinger was my chemistry and physics teacher, and a family friend in my early
adult years. He was kind and calm, always willing to give extra help after class,
always had an interesting story to tell. He earned our respect and affection, and
served as a good example for those of us who became teachers ourselves. Rest in
peace and in our prayers, Mr. K.

Loni Burger - December 28, 2019 at 11:50 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Mr. Kessinger's family on his passing. Another veteran of
WW2 has passed away, but has left memories with many of those who remember
him and respected him. There is a poem: JUST A COMMON SOLDIER, by A.
Lawrence Vaincourt, that those who knew him and respected him should read.
Ted Lease

Ted Lease - December 28, 2019 at 11:28 AM

“

Mr. Kessinger was one of my favorite teachers at Donovan High School. He treated
well and he had our respect always. I had no idea he had served in the USMC during
WWII. He never talked about it and I'm sad that I had not learned about it until now. I
hope to see you sir in our next life! My prayers for your family and their comfort.
Ron Pew, high school class of 1967
Hedgesville, WV

Ron Pew - December 27, 2019 at 04:57 PM

“

When Mr. Kessinger was teaching at the Donovan High School, he was one of my
favorites. He was known as Mr. "What-Not" because that's what he would say all the
time in class. He was very kind and considerate. He would listen to reason and then
would speak wisely. He knew the ones who were willing to learn and in turn give him
respect. Even to this day, I couldn't call him by his first name- it was always "Mr.
Kessinger." I am a United Methodist pastor. Ironically, my ministerial appointment
brought me currently back to Donovan (as well as Crescent City). From time-to-time
when I think of Mr. Kessinger, it brings a smile to my face. God plants seeds (or
angels among us) into our lives and Mr. Kessinger was certainly one of them.
Love in Christ,
Rev. Kevin Nourie

Kevin Nourie - December 27, 2019 at 04:13 PM

“

“

Very well said Rev. Nourie!
Ron Pew - December 27, 2019 at 05:04 PM

He was a great man I had him for science, chemistry & consumer math at Donovan
High.
He was one of those teachers that made our lives. Thank you for your service Mr.
K!!!!!

Dottie Taylor Waldron - December 26, 2019 at 09:47 PM

“

Mr. Kessinger was my Physical Science teacher. He was understanding concerned
about his students doing well. I remember one of his sayings, "I don't know how you
jokers in the back of the room do it, you party during lectures and yet you pass the
tests, I don't know how you do that ". He really helped everyone. He was very good
at explaining how to do the experiment so we can do it and get a very good grade.
He will be missed.

Joann Lambert - December 26, 2019 at 09:14 PM

“

Mr. Kessinger was my high school chemistry teacher. I enjoyed his classes very
much. He was always in a good mood and wanted his students to be successful.

Margaret Brady Beld - December 26, 2019 at 06:55 PM

“
“

he was one of my favorite teachers
Darin - December 26, 2019 at 08:12 PM

Mr Kessinger was my High School Chemistry teacher. I wasn't that great, but he still always
made the class fun. May he rest in peace.
Cheryle Laurent - December 26, 2019 at 08:24 PM

“

Mr. Kessinger was the best neighbor on the 500 block of N 4th st!! Always helping when
the water came up, letting is play basketball in his driveway, just an awesome man! And
Mini is just as nice! If I remember right Susie got me my first kitten 🥰
Bonnie Thornburg - December 26, 2019 at 08:56 PM

“

Linard Kessenger was a man of great acumen, intellect and patience. The consummate
educator, he had the unique ability to explain, interpret, and teach on all levels. The
wonderful home on Fourth Street he and Mini built was their pride and joy, the center of the
universe - a place of reunion for family, and meeting place for friends and ex-students from
far and wide. In this time when our country so needs the skills such as his were, he will be
greatly missed. Heartfelt condolences to all.
Roger and Donna Kirkwood - December 28, 2019 at 11:12 PM

“

we send our belated condolences to the family. From family to a student at CrescentIroquois, nothing but fond memories. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
Cathy and Lyonel Leonard - January 06, 2020 at 04:28 PM

